AppUcation >^o, 10/575,922 Dopket Nd.: 2Q79S/02O4630-USO 

Amendment dated November 1, 2007 
First Preliminary Arnendment 

REMARKS 

la the SGnai Office Acti<m, the; cirawiiigs and specific^tipH Qb|eiiCted to, iancl Qiaim 6 was 
olyccted to fbr informal In additioa, claims 5 aiid 9 were reiected tinder 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,589^672 to Uehida et al. ("Uctiida et ah"). In additibn, 
claims 5^ 6^ 8 and 9 stand rejected under 35 U>S.C. § 102(b) as feeing anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,703,575 to Yamamotp (- 'Yainamoto"). Glaim 7 was deemed to be drawn to ailowabie subject 
matter. 

A response to the fiml Office Action wa$ filed on August 29, 2Q07, addressing each of th^ 
obj ections and r<y ections. 

On September 13, 2007 an AdvisGry Action was mailed indicating the amendments in the 
Response to final Office action would be entered, that the response had overcome the objectionSi^ 
but that the response did not succeed in overcoming the anticipation reject ions of claims 5-9. 

Applicants submit this Preliminary Amendment and Supplemental Response to Final 
together with a Request for Continued Examination, w^ the clainis. In this 

Response;, eliaims 15, 6^ and 9 hav^ been amended, Rjeconsideration baised on the amendments and 
accompanying remarks is respectfully requested. 

ReiecttQUS Under 35 U.S,a S 102 

Claims 5 and 9 were rejected ttnder 35 0,S.Gv § 1 02(b); a$ being anticipated by Uqhida et 
ah Claims 5^ 6, 8 and 9 were rejected under 35 § 1 02(b) as being aiitipjipated by Yamamotp^ 

Ucliida et al. describes a circuit breaker with an arc quenching device in the form of a 
plm^ality of grids 2 mounted to an insulation partition 22. See Fig. 14. "Pressing partitions of the 
insulation partition 22 press the end surfaces of the grids 2 and fix the grids 2. 

Yamamoto describes an arc extinguishing system for a contact switching apparatus that 
includes a plurality of arc eKtinguishing grid plates 7. 

Independent claim 5 has been amended to recite an electrical switching device that include 
Xmo sets of guide and retaining elements. Specifically, claim 5 recites that the guide and retaining 
elements include **$tack guide and retaining elements corifigured to guide and retaiii the arc splitter 
stack and plate gmde and retaining elements configured to guide and retain the cooling plate." 
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Similarly, independent claim 9 has been amended to recite that the housing guide and retaining 
elements and the cover guide and retaining elements include "both cooling plate guide and retaining 
elements configured to guide and retain the cooling platp and ajfe splitter stack retaimng elein^^ 
configured to guide and retain the arc splitter stack.'' 

Support for the changes to elairns 5 and 9 is fburid in the original ^peGification^ for example, 
at pm-agraphs [00 1 63 [QO 1 7] ^ elements 12^ 265 28, and 30. See also paragraph [0008];, Thus, the 
present invention enables production of switeliing devices that are otherwise identical in design that 
can 0ptimatlv: h^ equipped with arc-qitieBcliing deyiees in the foxm of cooling plates or W the form 
of arc sputter stack plates. See paragraph [Q0Q7]. 

Applicmits respectfully siibmit that neither Uc^^^ iiqr Yaitiamotp describes an 

electtieai switching deviee tbat includes an etxc queiiching device thiit is either a eooliiig plate ojr an 
arc splitter stack, wherein the cooling plate and arc splitter stacks are iritercbangeable, and in 
additiGnv two sets of separate giiide and retaining elements, wherein one set is configured to guide 
and retain an are splitter stack and the other set configured to guide and retain a cooling plate. 

With respect to Uchida et aL, the Examiner has deemed the plurality of grids 2 to correspond 
to an arc splitter stack and the insulatiori partition 22 to correspond to the cooling plate, Applicants 
submit that the insulation partition cannot be a cooling plate as that term is properly understood by a 
person of ordinary skill in the art m iiglit of tlie specification. A cooling plate is shown^ for example 
in Figs, 1-3 as element 16, The Usc^iida et alv insulation paLrtitien 22 has noiiri^ig to do with cooling 
an are, but instead ^-block? movement of an arQ generated iii the insulator H to a ? witcMng 
mechanism, and prevents false pperation of ihe swStchitig tneicbanisrn and reduction of the 
insuiatton strength by attaehiiig of melted metals or the contacts and etc." Uchida et ah CGlllmn 9, 
lines 19-24. Further, tile grids 2 and partition 22 are disposed cooperatively in the circuit breaker 
and therefore cannot be interchangeable with each other. "The pressing projections 22f of the 
insulation partition 22 press the end surfaces of the grids 2 and fix the grids" (Uchida et al,, column 
9, lines 59-61). Thus, the insulation partition 22 and grids 2 are not interchangeable. Finally, there 
is no description of two sets of guide and retaining elements, one set configured to guide and retain 
an arc splitter stack and a second set configured to guide and retain a cooling plate. 



6 



Application No. 10/575,922 Docket Noj:2079&/l)20463G-US0 

AmendmentdatedNpyei^^ L 2007 
Fiist Preliminary AjTieri^ 

With respect to Yamamoto, the Examiner has deemed the guide and retaining elements to be 
elements 6a, 20a, and fa ""'fGr both inseitable cooling plates [7 plates nest to the Gontacts] and are 
splitter plate [7, remaining plates] stack. Final Office Action at page 5, However, Yamamoto does 
not describe separate sets of guide and retainer elements, with one set coniigiired to guide and retain 
the cooling plate, and another set configured to guide and retain the arc splitter stack. Nor does 
Ymnaniota an eleetrieal switcMng device having an aixj-quencKing device that is aitemativelya one 
of an arc splitter stack and a coQling platen wherein the two are interchangeable. The plates 
identified by the Examiner are not interchangeable, since there is no description in Yamamoto that 
one is capable; of being used in place of the other. 

Withdrawal of the rqjectian to claims 5, 6, 8, and 9 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is respec tMly 
requested. 

Allowable Sub ject Matter 

Claim 7 was deemed to be drawn to alio wab le subj eet matter. 

Applicants have added new independent claim 10, which includes all of the features of 
previous Glaim 7 , including the features of previous claim 5. 

It is respeetfully sufamitted that claim 10 is in condition for allowariae. 
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Docket Na: 20798/0204630^USO 



CONCLUSION 

In view of the above amendment^ applicant believes the pending application is in 
condition for allow^ance. 



Dated: Nd\^mber 26, 2007 



Respectfolly submitted 




B y 6^m92^ 
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